Small group studies on prayer  (w/b 20th Sep)

Why Pray (2)?

The focus of this study is that we pray because of who we are.

(The passage from Sunday’s teaching was Romans 8:1-17 - if it is helpful, you could refer to it in the discussion)

· Think about your prayer life – 
what motivates you to pray?

(share answers in the group, or in pairs/triplets)

· At the end of last week, we saw we that because of Jesus, we have a new relationship with God (see also Romans 8:15).


( how does this motivate you to pray?

· Read 1 John 1:7-2:2 (

Why is prayer necessary for our relationship

with God?

· There are many commands in the Bible to pray (if you want, look some up in the group in pairs or as individuals e.g. Eph 6:17-18, 1 Thess 5:16-18, Rom 12:12, Col 4:2, Ps 50:15)

(  Think about… 
Why does God continually tell us to pray?

  
What are the implications of not praying?

· How does God’s promise to hear our prayers motivate us to pray?

(see Ps 50:15, Luke 18:1-8, Matt 7:7-11)

· How can it be dangerous for our motivation to pray to be based on…

-results (i.e. we receive what we ask for)?

-how we feel?

-certain rituals?

· How will this study affect the way you pray?

· Pray about some of these things!

